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Chair's Report

Welcome to our 2020/21 Annual report.

As the peak body for independent disability advocacy agencies in Victoria,
we continue to Inform, lead and advocate at a state and national level to
break down the barriers for people with a disability. 

Disability Advocacy Victoria Inc. is not directly funded by the government.
We do receive financial support from the Victorian Council of Social
Services (VCOSS), through the Disability Advocacy Resource Unit (DARU) in
recognition of the work done with our members and for work on DARU
Governance Group. These funds assist with our administration. 

Due to these funds, we have been able to employ a consultant to begin
working on our major project for the year, a submission to the Royal
Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of People with
a Disability (DRC).  Paul Ramcharan commenced with DAV Inc. in early
2021. He has a deep understanding of the issues facing the disability
advocacy sector in Victoria which enabled him to ‘hit the ground running'.
Right from the onset he commenced consulting with our members and
facilitated several forums with members of the sector. Paul was also able to
gain data via surveys and one on one meetings with advocates. 

I would like to thank all those members and non-members who took the
time to provide Paul with data and narrative to support DAV Inc.’s
submission which is in its final stages prior to submitting to the Royal
Commission. 

ANNUAL REPORT 2021 2



Chair's Report

ANNUAL REPORT 2021 3

Disability Advocacy Resources Unit (DARU) 
Victorian Disability Advocacy Network (VicDAN)
Disability Act Review Advisory Group
VCOSS
Education 

VCOSS and Empowered Lives Issues Paper 
Joint Standing Committee on the NDIS - Unreasonable and unnecessary
harms: Joint submission regarding the NDIS internal review and
external appeals processes
NDIS Independent Assessments Issues Paper

It was pleasing to see the Royal Commission extend its life due to the
impacts of COVID-19 and the introduction of confidentiality protections for
those who make submissions. DAV advocated for these changes along with
many other peak bodies, disability organisations, advocacy groups and
supporters across Australia. 

With the departure of Commissioner Atkinson, DAV Inc. wrote to
Commissioner Ronald Sackville and requested the Commission recruit a
person who has lived experience of disabilities to be considered for such an
appointment. 

Throughout the year Disability Advocacy Victoria Inc. continued to meet
virtually due to the COVID-19 restrictions and we were able to continue our
representation and interest in the following networks and committees: 

Endorsed submissions:



I would like to thank our dedicated volunteer board members for their
contributions throughout the year and their organisations for supporting
the systemic work we do. 

Karryn Goode

Chairperson of DAV. Inc 2021
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Treasurer's Report 2021
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Both membership and interest decreased over the last twelve months,
resulting in a loss of income to the amount of $513. 

Expenses increased by $5,498 and this was related to the project that DAV
Inc initiated during 2021. There was a decrease in the amount of
administration cost which offset the expenses for the year. There was an
overall loss and change in equity of $1,233.

Despite the above, the closing retained surplus was $80,987.
There was no significant change in DAV Inc’s financial position for 2021.
The Auditor found no financial irregularities.

Jan Ashford

Treasurer of DAV Inc. 2021



Audit Report
2020/2021
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